
1 9 t h C E N T U RY,  O U R 
FO U N DAT I O N S

1878
USA – John M. Browning founds Browning Arms 
Company in Ogden, Utah

1889
Belgium – Gunsmiths from Liège found the Fabrique 
Nationale d’Armes de Guerre, now FN Herstal

1892
France – Establishment of the Bergès, Corbin et Cie 
company in Grenoble

1896
France – Bergès, Corbin & Cie set up the Société 
des Chlorates de Chedde in Savoie to produce 
chlorates through electrolysis

1897
Belgium, USA – FN Herstal and John M. Browning 
partner to manufacture state-of-the-art firearms in 
Belgium

1898
Italy – Production of cheddite (civil explosive) by 
Berges, Corbin et Cie subsidiaries in Livorno will lead 
to the creation of Cheddite Italia

1900
Belgium – FN Herstal manufactures bikes, cars and 
motorbikes and will do so for the next 65 years

F I R S T  PA RT  O F  T H E 
2 0 T H C E N T U RY

1920s
Belgium, USA – John M. Browning designs the. 
50-caliber M1921 machine gun and the B25 shotgun, 
still in production a century later

1935
Belgium – FN Herstal markets the Browning Hi-
Power

1938
Belgium – FN Herstal moves its ammunition factory 
from Bruges to Zutendaal

 
1948
Belgium – FN Herstal manufactures engines for 
fighter jets, civil aircraft and Ariane rockets, and will 
do so until the 1990s

1950
Italy – Cheddite Italia diversifies into shotshell 
production, a first for the Group

1953
Belgium – FN Herstal introduces the FN® FAL and 
designs the NATO standard 7.62 calibre ammunition

1958
Belgium – FN Herstal introduces the FN MAG® (M240 
/ GPMG) machine gun

T H E  1 9 6 0 s  A N D 
1 9 7 0 s

1965
Japan – Browning joins forces with the Japanese 
company Miroku, in which the Group is now a 
shareholder

1965
France – Establishment of Société Nouvelle des 
Basaltes, whose hunting and sports shooting 
activities would later become Sofisport

1966
Belgium – FN women stand up to claim equal pay for 
equal work, with worldwide impact.

1966
Belgium – Browning designs a BAR rifle for hunters, 
produced in Viana since 1976.

1973
Portugal – Browning Viana is established to 
manufacture Browning products

1974
Belgium – FN Herstal introduces the FN MINIMI® 
(M249 SAW)

1977
USA – FN Herstal establishes a US subsidiary and 
opens FN Manufacturing in South Carolina, now part 
of FN America

T H E  1 9 8 0 s  A N D 
1 9 9 0 s

1980
Belgium – FN Herstal designs the NATO-standard 
5.56 calibre ammunition

1982
France – Via Cheddite France, Société Nouvelle des 
Basaltes acquires the shotshell, case and primer 
businesses of Société Française de Munitions, with 
factories in Bourg-lès-Valence and Clérieux

1987
USA, Belgium – Browning Arms Company markets 
Winchester* Repeating Arms products

1990
Belgium – FN Herstal markets the FN P90® and the 
FN FIVE-SEVEN®

1991 - 1992
Italy, France, Canada – Société Nouvelle des 
Basaltes acquires Romagna Caccia (founded in 1882, 
producer of shotshells since the 1960s), Mary Arm 
(a shotshell manufacturer since 1955) and Libec in 
Quebec (manufacturer of Challenger shotshells)

1998
Belgium – The Walloon Region acquires the Group

1999
France, Italy, Spain – Via Nobel Sport, Société 
Nouvelle des Basaltes acquires Société Nationale 
des Poudres et Explosifs’ hunting business, including 
the Pont-de-Buis factory (founded in 1687), 
Martignoni (1929), Maionchi (then integrated in Nobel 
Sport Italia), the Anneyron factory, Nobel Sport 
España and Excopesa

A  N E W  C E N T U RY

2001
France – Sofisport is formed to take over the 
hunting and sports business after Société Nouvelle 
des Basaltes split into three entities.

2007
Italy – Cheddite Italia acquires Bornaghi, a shotshell 
brand founded in 1960

2008
Belgium – The Group creates the Ars Mechanica 
Foundation to promote and manage its heritage

2010
USA, Belgium – Jointly designed with the US 
SOCOM, FN markets the FN SCAR® (MK 16 and MK 
17)

2010
Belgium – FN Herstal introduces the FN DEFNDER® 
remote weapon station

2011
Finland – FN Browning Group acquires Noptel, an 
optoelectronics company founded in 1982

2014
United Kingdom – FN Browning Group acquires 
Manroy (now FN UK), the UK’s sole machine gun 
manufacturer, which was founded in 1975

2017
Belgium – Browning International partners with Kite 
Optics

T H E  2 0 2 0 s

2022
Spain, United Kingdom – Sofisport acquires 
Maxam’s hunting and sport shooting division, 
including historic facilities in Vitoria (since 1896, now 
Sofiam Iberica) and Birmingham (Eley Hawk, founded 
in 1828)

2022
Belgium – FN Herstal presents the ultralight FN 
EVOLYS® machine gun and opens its own production 
line for electronic boards

2022
USA – Sofisport establishes distribution subsidiary 
Rio Outdoors in Texas

2023
USA – FN America builds a new production site in 
Liberty, South Carolina

2023
Portugal – Browning Viana completes major factory 
expansion with state-of-the-art technology

2024
Belgium – FN Herstal will produce all Belgian 
Defence ammunition for the next 20 years and 
launches major investments in new production lines 
in Herstal and Zutendaal

2025
Global – FN Browning Group acquires Sofisport

D r i v i n g  l ea d i n g s  b r a n d s

TO SET MARKET-LEADING 
STANDARDS THAT 

ANTICIPATE THE NEEDS 
OF THE MOST DEMANDING 

DEFENCE INSTITUTIONS, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AUTHORITIES AND 
RESPONSIBLE FIREARM 

OWNERS AND HUNTERS.


